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tests and certifications as considered re-
quired. Such qualifications and requirements 
shall include precautions necessary to elimi-
nate or minimize hazards that may be 
present from protective coatings or residues 
from cargoes. 

Subpart C—Surface Preparation 
and Preservation 

§ 1915.31 Scope and application of sub-
part. 

The standards contained in this sub-
part shall apply to ship repairing and 
shipbuilding and shall not apply to 
shipbreaking. 

§ 1915.32 Toxic cleaning solvents. 
(a) When toxic solvents are used, the 

employer shall employ one or more of 
the following measures to safeguard 
the health of employees exposed to 
these solvents. 

(1) The cleaning operation shall be 
completely enclosed to prevent the es-
cape of vapor into the working space. 

(2) Either natural ventilation or me-
chanical exhaust ventilation shall be 
used to remove the vapor at the source 
and to dilute the concentration of va-
pors in the working space to a con-
centration which is safe for the entire 
work period. 

(3) Employees shall be protected 
against toxic vapors by suitable res-
piratory protective equipment in ac-
cordance with the requirements of sub-
part I of this part and, where nec-
essary, against exposure of skin and 
eye contact with toxic solvents and 
their vapors by suitable clothing and 
equipment. 

(b) The principles in the threshold 
limit values to which attention is di-
rected in § 1915.4 will be used by the De-
partment of Labor in enforcement pro-
ceedings in defining a safe concentra-
tion of air contaminants. 

(c) When flammable solvents are 
used, precautions shall be taken in ac-
cordance with the requirements of 
§ 1915.36. 

[47 FR 16986, Apr. 20, 1982, as amended at 61 
FR 26351, May 24, 1996] 

§ 1915.33 Chemical paint and preserva-
tive removers. 

(a) Employees shall be protected 
against skin contact during the han-

dling and application of chemical paint 
and preservative removers and shall be 
protected against eye injury by goggles 
or face shields in accordance with the 
requirements of subpart I of this part. 

(b) When using flammable paint and 
preservative removers, precautions 
shall be taken in accordance with the 
requirements of § 1915.36. 

(c) When using chemical paint and 
preservative removers which contain 
volatile and toxic solvents, such as 
benzol, acetone and amyl acetate, the 
provisions of § 1915.32 shall be applica-
ble. 

(d) When using paint and rust remov-
ers containing strong acids or alkalies, 
employees shall be protected by suit-
able face shields to prevent chemical 
burns on the face and neck. 

(e) When steam guns are used, all em-
ployees working within range of the 
blast shall be protected by suitable 
face shields. Metal parts of the steam 
gun itself shall be insulated to protect 
the operator against heat burns. 

[47 FR 16986, Apr. 20, 1982, as amended at 61 
FR 26351, May 24, 1996] 

§ 1915.34 Mechanical paint removers. 
(a) Power tools. (1) Employees en-

gaged in the removal of paints, preserv-
atives, rusts, or other coatings by 
means of power tools shall be protected 
against eye injury by using goggles or 
face shields in accordance with the re-
quirements of subpart I of this part. 

(2) All portable rotating tools used 
for the removal of paints, preserva-
tives, rusts or other coatings shall be 
adequately guarded to protect both the 
operator and nearby workers from fly-
ing missiles. 

(3) Portable electric tools shall be 
grounded in accordance with the re-
quirements of § 1915.132. 

(4) In a confined space, mechanical 
exhaust ventilation sufficient to keep 
the dust concentration to a minimum 
shall be used, or employees shall be 
protected by respiratory protective 
equipment in accordance with the re-
quirements of subpart I of this part. 

(b) Flame removal. (1) Hardened pre-
servative coatings shall not be removed 
by flame in enclosed spaces unless the 
employees exposed to fumes are pro-
tected by air line respirators in accord-
ance with the requirements of subpart 
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